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Sometimes for systems of equations it may be easier o solve
using algebraic methods rather than graphing.

~ALGEBIAIC METHODS~
10 SOLVE SYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS aLGEBIalGaLLY, ThEre are TWo
METHODS, THE SUBSTITUTION METHOD & THE ELIMINGTION METHOD.
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SOLVING SYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS BY SUBSTITUTION

Step 1: | Solveone of the equations for one variable. System: —x +y =1
Solve for y in this example. Ix+iy=-3
Stepl: v=x+1 (firstequation)
Step 2: | SUBSTITUTE the expressionfound in Step2: 3x+2(x+1) = -3
Stepl inte the OTHER (second) equation.
Step 3: | Solve the linear equation in one variable Step3: 3x+2x+2= -3
found in Step 2. px+2= —3
5% = =5
¥r=-1
Step 4: | Substitute the value of the variable into the | Step4: y=(-1)+1
expressionfound in Step 1 to find the value y=20
of the other variable.
Step 5: | Write answer in point formlll Step d: (-1,0)
Check your answer. Check: (Youplug -1 infor xand O in fory...
make sure the equations are EQUAL)
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SOLVING BY SUBSTITUTION

CXAMPLE:

SOLVE THE SYSTEM OF GQUATIONS BY USING SUBSTITUTION
2X+Y =4
K+2Y=1
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SOLVING BY SUBSTITUTION

CXAMPLE:

SOLVE THE SYSTEM OF GQUATIONS BY USING SUBSTITUTION
X-9=3Y
X+2Y=1
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SOLVING BY SUBSTITUTION

CXAMPLE:
SOLVE THE SYSTEM OF GQUATIONS BY USING SUBSTITUTION

X+3Y=8
l

é}f+“1’=9
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SOLVING SYSTEMS OF 6QUATIONS BY CLIMINGTION

To use the elimination method effectively, first compare the coefficients of the
variables. The elimination method is most ef fective when the coefficients for one
variable are the same, or when They have opposite signs. This will allow you to
easily eliminate one variable to solve for the other one.

SOME EXAMPLES WHEN THE ELIMINGTION METHOD IS MOST GFFICTIVE:

I 38-2B=-3 2. M+N=6
ja+B=3 M-N=05
3. X-2Y=1 4 4P +3Q =7

3 +2Y =19 3P - 20 = 34
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Step 0: | Align the equations with like terms in System: =3v+yv=1
columns (if necessary). 2x +2y =10
Step 1: | Multiply both sides of one or both Stepl: —-3x+v=1 (Mult.by -2)
equations by a number so that there are 2x +2y =10
opposite coefficients for one of the
variables. 6x—2y = -2
(Ex.: 3x and -3x have oppesite coefficients- they equal = ey =
zero when added.)
Step 2: | Add equations together (like terms) to Step2: 6x—2y=-2
eliminate the variable. + X+ J2y=10
Bx =8
Step 3: Seolve the resulting equation for the Step 3: By =8
variable that is left. x=1
Step 4: | Substitute the value of the variable found | Step4: -3(1)+v=1
in Step 3 into one of the ORIEINAL -3+y=1
equations to find the value of the y=4
remaining variable.
Step 5: Write answer in point formlll Step 5: (14)
Check your answer. Check: (Youplug Lin for x and 4 in for y_.
make sure the equations are EQIUALL)
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SOLVING SYSTEMS OF GQUATIONS BY ELIMINGTION
EXAMPLE: SOLVE BY USING THE GLIMINGTION METHOD
3a-2B=-3
Jd+B=3
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SOLVING BY ELIMINGTION

CXAMPLE:

SOLVE THE SYSTEM OF BQUATIONS BY USING SLIMINGTION
M+N=6
M-N=95
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SOLVING BY ELIMINGTION

CXAMPLE:
SOLVE THE SYSTEM OF BQUATIONS BY USING SLIMINGTION

l,.1
4}f+3‘f=l

1. 4 4
3 K91 =3
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SOLVING BY ELIMINGTION

eXamPpLe:
SOLVE THE SYSTEM OF EQUATIONS BY USING ELIMINGTION
4p+5Q =T
P - 20 = 3
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~AS0IGNMENT #10~

DUE aT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS

Remember: the "New" part is NO
CALCULATOR.

Read instructions to know when you can
use a calculator.



